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‘Second chance’ education failing to deliver results
Research published today (10th March) reveals 45,000 disadvantaged young people have failed to
achieve good GCSEs in English and maths or equivalent even by the age of 19.1
This, along with other poor education outcomes for disadvantaged young people in the UK were
revealed in the report, ‘The road most travelled? The 16-19 journey through education and training’.
Published by pioneering youth charity, Impetus-PEF (Impetus - The Private Equity Foundation) as
part of their ‘Life after school’ campaign, the research was shared today with MPs and
educationalists, including Robin Walker PPS to Education Secretary, Chloe Smith Ch. APPG Youth
Unemployment, Neil Carmichael Chair Education Select Committee and Iain Wright Chair BIS Select
Committee.
The research revealed:


An alarming number of disadvantaged young people are not achieving the crucial GCSEs
they need to succeed the first time around. Their better off peers are nearly twice as likely as
they are to get five good GCSEs including English and maths, by age 16.2



If they have not achieved the first time, too many disadvantaged young people are not getting
a strong enough chance to catch up. Only 46% of disadvantaged students achieved English
or maths qualification at GCSE Level 2 by the time they were 19. Leaving 45,000
disadvantaged young people without the essential skills and qualifications to succeed in
education and employment.



Meanwhile 71% of their better off peers achieved these crucial qualifications by 19.



If they have achieved qualifications at GCSE or equivalent, only 36% of disadvantaged young
people moved on to achieve a Level 3 qualification by 19, compared to 60% of their more
advantaged peers.



Once they achieve a Level 3 qualification, disadvantaged young people are moving at a
similar rate into sustained education, employment and training pathways as their better off
peers - 71% vs 74%, proving the need for quality post-16 provision to provide a level playing
field for all young people.

Impetus-PEF is a charity which brings strategic resources and funding to high-potential charities and
social enterprises working to improve the educational and employment outcomes of young people
from disadvantaged backgrounds. It currently works with over 20 charities in the UK.
Andy Ratcliffe, Chief Executive, Impetus-PEF comments, “A second chance shouldn't mean second
best, but it does for too many young people trying to get the qualifications they need.
Every young person should be supported to get good GCSEs in maths and English at school. If they
don’t get the grades at 16, they need a second chance to catch up by 19. Sadly, most don’t catch-up.
And without those qualifications life after school is much tougher, with fewer options for jobs and
education.
Today’s research gives a clear picture of the challenges faced by disadvantaged young people, aged
16-19, as they make the transition to life after school. It shows that government and the sector must
come together to provide a ‘second chance’ education that delivers results."

Professor Becky Francis, newly appointed Director of UCL’s Institute of Education and Impetus-PEF
Trustee, commented, “Changes to the maths curriculum and GCSE grading mean that from next year
more over-16s are going to require catch-up support to get the qualifications they need. This is
particularly important for young people from disadvantaged backgrounds who are only around half as
likely to get five good GCSEs with maths and English as their better off classmates.
As we have seen from Impetus-PEF’s research, post-16 education providers are faced with the
challenge of addressing the attainment gap that has opened for young people through their
compulsory schooling, but is not presently succeeding doing so. We need urgent attention to
provision for lower attainers, so that all young people have the opportunity to succeed."
‘The road most travelled? The 16-19 journey through education and training’ will be launched today at
a parliamentary seminar co-hosted by Impetus-PEF and Nacro, a social justice charity. The
publication of the report marks the start of a year-long campaign by Impetus-PEF to explore education
and training provision for 16-19 year olds with the aim of improving outcomes for disadvantaged
young people.
ENDS
Note to Editors
For the purpose of press materials ‘disadvantaged young people’ are those who are in receipt of Free
School Meals (FSM), an indicator of low income.
The statistics listed have been taken from Department for Education National and Official Statistics
publications and represent the latest data available. Specifically, the figures have been taken from two
separate publications:
- Level 2 and 3 attainment by young people aged 19 in 2014 – tracking pupils leaving school
and their progression by the age of 19 in 2014
- Destinations of key stage 4 and key stage 5 pupils: 2014 – the percentage of young people
progressing to specified destinations in 2013/14. These are young people in key stage 4
(KS4) and key stage 5 (KS5) in 2012/13.
1. Total number of people who turned 19 year in 2014 was 568,579. This cohort is made up of
488,885 non FSM students and 79,694 FSM students. (These numbers are based on those with a
pupil level School Census record in the academic year that they turn 16 (i.e. academic age 15 and
generally year 11) in the matched administrative datasets used for this work. The characteristics are
assigned according to what was recorded in the census at academic age 15.)
Those who achieved a GCSE or equivalent in English and maths:
67.7% (384,928) of the all people who turned 19 in 2014 achieved a GCSE or equivalent in English
and maths
Of the 384,928 who achieved a Level 2 (GCSE or equivalent) including English and maths
71.4% of non-FSM students did = 349,064
45.5% of FSM students did = 36,261
Those who didn’t achieve a Level 2 (GCSE or equivalent) including English and maths:
54.5% of FSM students didn’t = 43,433
28.6
of non FSM student didn’t= 139,821
2. Only 33% of young people who were eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) achieved five good
GCSEs including English and maths, at the end of Key Stage 4, compared to 61% of their non-FSM
peers last year.
‘The road most travelled? The 16-19 journey through education and training’ Impetus-PEF is
published under embargo on 10th March, 2016. To request a copy for review, please email
press@impetus-pef.org.uk
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Impetus-PEF (Impetus – The Private Equity Foundation) transforms the lives of young people from
disadvantaged backgrounds by ensuring they get the support they need to succeed in education and
employment. It does this by partnering with the most promising charities and social enterprises which
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serve young people, providing them with a combination of long-term core funding and sustained
management support. Impetus-PEF currently works with more than 20 charity partners, which in turn
reach over 50,000 young people from disadvantaged backgrounds.
For more information, please visit www.impetus-pef.org.uk or call 020 3474 1007.
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